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The right-wing Frente Republicano Guatemalteco (FRG) party, led by former dictator Gen. Efrain
Rios Montt, took first place in Guatemala's Aug. 14 congressional elections, winning 32 of the
legislature's 80 seats. The runner-up was the pro-business Partido Avanzada Nacional (PAN),
which took 24 seats and is expected to work closely with the FRG in the Congress. Nevertheless,
the balloting was marked by an abstention rate of almost 80%, one of the highest in the history of
Guatemala's congressional elections.
The Aug. 14 elections were held 15 months ahead of the original electoral schedule outlined in the
constitution, which calls for legislative elections to coincide with presidential elections in 1995. The
decision to hold early elections was part of a compromise agreement between the old 116-member
legislature and President Ramiro de Leon Carpio, who was attempting to purge the scandal-ridden
Congress of corruption and abuse of power (see NotiSur, 04/15/94 and 08/05/94). Of the 18 parties
represented in the congressional race, six won seats in the new 80-member Congress, which will
take office September 13: the FRG took 32 seats, PAN 24, the Democracia Cristiana (DC) 13, the
Union del Centro Nacional (UCN) 8, the Movimiento de Liberacion Nacional (MLN) 2 and the
Union Democratica (UD) 1.
Although many political analysts called the low voter turnout a defeat for President de Leon, the
president insisted that the most important aspect of the election was that it "ended the mandate of
the former Congress without bloodshed and without disrupting institutional order." In addition, the
president stressed that although the new Congress will only be in office for one year until the next
round of legislative and presidential elections are held in 1995, it will still be called upon to approve
important legislation, beginning with the election of a new Supreme Court.
The selection of the new court justices is one of the first items on the legislative agenda, since the
deputies must elect the magistrates within one month of taking office. In addition, the incoming
legislators may well be called upon to vote on legislation related to the peace accords now being
negotiated by the government and the country's four guerrilla organizations, grouped in the
umbrella Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca (URNG).
Many Guatemalans including the URNG are concerned that the makeup of the new Congress could
adversely affect the peace process, since the FRG represents a far-right current in Guatemalan
politics, and that party could play a disruptive role if accords are signed that need legislative
approval, such as military reforms. "I doubt whether the FRG would approve legislation eliminating
the army's role in internal security, or approve some degree of autonomy for indigenous
Guatemalans," commented Gabriel Aguilera, a prominent political analyst in Guatemala.
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